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Rince first ] was called to preside over the honorable body, my
every aim has been to discharge my duties promptly and impar-
siaily.  With your generous wid and atte ntion, L have, T trust,
snecended in this, and T am happy to know that my velations
have ever been of the kindest character with every Senator upon
this foor, _

Nothing of a personal natuve has cver influenced my conduct
as yonr })H.bldlll” officer.

My oHizial association with you has heen pleasant and instroe-
tive, and rest assured Senators, that I shall bear to iy home vivid
recollections of the many lmppv days spens in your body, and for

the happiness and pr Ospt,rll:) of each and every one of you, 1
el ever foel a hively interest.

Senutors, L bid you adien,

The President pro tem being | in the chair, Mr. Hart offered th
following reselution :

R(‘SOZ’L(’(Z That the Senmate tender their cordial and heartfelt
ihanks to the Hon. ¥'. R. Lubbock, President of the Senate, for
the able and impartial mapner in which he has disc lmwwd thie
Juties of Presiding oflicer of this body for the last two years.—
Wiieh was unlnmmously adopted,

The question then being taken on the motion to’ adjourn, wis
carried,

“Weonyespay, December 21st, 1839.

Senate met pursuant to adjour nment. Prayer by the Chap-
[nin-—roll called—quorum preseot, '

‘Fhe journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

A message wis received from the House informing the Sen-
ate, that the House had passed a joint vesolution, originating in
the Senate, instructing our S umtms and anes&ntmtn%w in Con-
grasd, to use their influence in eudeavoring to remove the port of
catry from Braz)s 3t lago to Brownsville, and to procure an ap-
yropriation for building a custom house thereat. Also inviting
the serate within the Hall of the House of R«,pnesentmtnu; for
the purpose of witnessing the inanguaration of the Governo: anid
Lieutenant Governor,

T.ae Senate proceeded to the Bepresentative Hall

IN JOINT SESSION.

A committee was appointed to wait upon the retiring Gov-
2raor and Governor elect, and inform them that the two Housos
of the Legislature were in walring to recetve them and havingy

i

pretoraed that dusy anl reportm} the retiving (:ro»emm, H. B,
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Runnels, and the retiving Lt. Governor ¥, R. Lubbock, with Sans
Houston, Governor elect, and Edward Clark Lit, Governor olnci',
having been conlucted to the Speaker's stand. Prayer by the
‘(Jimphun of the Senate;

Governor H. R. Runnels avose and dslivered ﬂlb following
valedictory address :

CGendleinen of the Legislature
and jellow ¢itizens :

This vast conconrse has assembled  fo-day to witness ono of
those teresting periodical events which mark the history, pro-
oress and  developient of o free constitational government,
to witness the transfer of honor and  authority from those who
have been cutrsied with the difficalt and perplexing eares of
State. to the hands of others, who, by election of the peopie.
have been chosen to assume them. Tt h wving  been my fortuue
to hold the position which I am now ahout to surrender, for the
post two  vears, custom as well as a proper regard for the ocea-
<ion has seem 4 fo réquire that I should add my presence and
par tlezp\te in the ceremonies that are to commemorate it,  In
performing this task, let no one be swprised at the difficulty 1
tind in arriving at that which shall at the same time bo Appro-
printe and expressive of my own sentiments, nor let it be snp-
posed that this diffienliy and embarrassment arises from any feel-
mmz of reluctance at the surrender of a position envir oned with
Ji hc,mtwq which it has required o enlarged a sentiment of self
sacrifice and so much firmness and determination of PRIPISe,
futthinlly to enconnter.  There are those within the sound ofmay
voice who know that the act of to-day would have been volun-
tacy on my part, eould I havs been permitted the free exercise
of my own inclivations ; but hawl they even been different, and
the office again &u'ne%ﬂy’ desired, T should regard my position in
defeat far more fortunate and honorable than to have suceecdud
at the price of principle and a surrender of the independence of
thonght, or, by swoerving one iota from that disinteresteduess of
aceion bV which he who has i imposed on hin high moral and con-
stittional duties shonld alone be governed. It is not my inten-
tion to weary the pubhe paticnee with a tecital of my long con-
nexton with owr public affiuive, vor shall T stoop to a vindication
of 1ts history from the mmemewntamonb with which it has been
agsiile C[ The time and occasion ave not propitivus. The pwr-
pose of the hour Is to listen o the enuaciation of principle and
policy hom thase who are to take-—uot those who are about to
viekd position. 3y ownis already part and parcel of the history
of the connsry, anl it is for those who oy seck trath for ther
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enidance to examine it and judge for themsslves. As a Repre-
sentative of the people, as the presiding officer of either branch
of the Legislature, or as the Executive of the State, I have fal-
tered in the parfHrmance of no duty, changed no opinion, aban-
denel no nos ‘tion, advanced no new theory, but consistently ad-
hered to the same priociples of State and federal policy from the
begin'ng of my career to the present time ; striving onty for the
plC%GI’}.t “and fature welfare and safety of 111 State and country.

It has been well and truly said that ““ censure is the tax aman
pays the public for being eminent,” and without presuming upon
this myself, if T could close my eyes to the truth, that the re-
cent change of popular sentiment, is more to bz attributed to the
name and fame of the azed and eminent chieftain who sits before
vou, than to the cowrse “of a few licentions presses and politjcians
who in the heat of partizan strife have forgotten or disregarded
the proprieties and amenities of life, I should then 1e°’md that
change as traly suggestive of serious reflaction to those who may
hereafter seen to tread the thorny path of political life in Texas.

Two years ago on taking the oath of office I recommendad
the ozmmmmtlon of the militia in view of the impending section-
al difficnlties as a measure of public defense as a necessary meas-
ure of public defense only. It was not then favorably acted on
by the Legislatuve, but subseqnent events have fully justified
the recommendation. It is now clearly demonstrated by the his-
tory of the past five years that a deep unchangeable determin-—
ation exists in the Northern States to assail our dearest political
rights, and if possible destroy our domestic institutions. This
datzrmination has its foundation in a diff:rence in the mannors,
feelings and opinions of the northern pzople upon the subjict of
negro slavery. They believe it to be a moral, social and politi-
cul evil. This belief strengthened into a conviction has been in-
corporated with and now constitutes the soulof their religion and
the mainspring of their morality. In the South, the great mass
of the people entertain opinions entirvely oppomtc in their char-
acter, tvhich are equally irrevocable and equally amalgambted
with our religion and morality. We therefove occupy “the sin-
gular and an Smalons position of two people differing in almost
ev rerything calculated to promote peace, happiness and fraterity,
and yot in many respects living under the same orovernment
One of these p.}ﬂ')lb is actuated by a spirit of aggression ; the
other standing upon the ramparts of the constltutlon is actmo*
upon the clc,tsmne and asking only to be let alone. It is un-
necessary to mc&plmlate facts to substantiate these tr uths, nov
that a wide spxeml conviction exis*s t-at we are ‘tpploachlng &
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forrible arisis, and that we belng forewarned we s’nmﬂd be also
forearmed. "The history of the world affords no example of two
people so divided long remaining under a comumon government,
of their own vn}ununy acoord.  The framers of ours for eseeing
a change of the opmmm and sentiments of its different pwple
attem pt“d by leaving this and otl her questions of domestic policy
to the State governments as much as possible, to avoid if prac-
ticable, fature cause of distnption, and by restricting the federal
rover nmeant to the powers delegated by the coihtltuhon; place it
Levond the power of ¢ Rity one section to interfere with the pecu-
Har intevest and institutions of another. The binding efficacy ot
these restrictions from every indication iz now soon to be tested,
and a question to be cetermined is, whether Texas will remain
indifforent to the consequences while those with shom she bmnhi
he united by every tie of blood and interest, are animated with
Lut one sentiment in regard to the common danger.  Prepara-
tlon will not hasten the coming of cvents, it come they mnst
while 11t does not prevent, 1* may averd the consequences of the
threatning storm.,  The time has surely arived when the South
should ook to hor defences.
I bave now, perhaps, exceeded the limits preseribed for such
an oCeasion ; V(,t I can not conclude without a word of farewel
to those with whom I have been associated ; who are boand to me
by the strongest ties of sympathy, and that fi tendship which ve-
slts from conmon Jabors and common motives, 1 honor the
“m.gmnmnty which rises above the mere considerations of party.
""he vancor of its hostility is more than counterba’anced by the
snm* of truth and justice evinced by it, and above all, the re-
membrance of that charity blended with so ma wny evidences of
kinduess and apprecintion from fair hands, which has been so
generously bestowe t during my  sojourn at the Capital, wﬂl b
crried with me to mny distant home, and deeply treasured in the
well of memory unt11 h‘re s last pulsation shall ceasc.
And the Hon. F. Lubboc delivered the following valedic-
tory address:
Senators, Iiejn esentatives, Ladies,
and you my ;aZou-u LRCNS
Two years ago I had the pleasure of appenring bofore you upon
this stand, then taking upon myself an obligation to dischargs
the duties incumbeunt upon me as Lieutenant Governor of this
sur empirve State,  To day I am here surrendering the trust then
1'cposod in me to a.nother, he being the choice of the voters of
1e Dtate of Texas.
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I have my fellow-citizens endeavored to peiform cvery duty
incumbent apon me with fidelity und impartiality.

1 am concious of having discharged them with an eye single to
the publie good. g

I feel that it would not Le in good taste fo¥'me to make a
speech upon thisinteresting occasivn, or to suggest sach matters
as I might devm ofgu-'m* Jmpmt e 7o the welfare of the nation;
others will follow more able and expericnced than myseif, never-
theless, I cunnot permit this opportunity to pass w 1thoutwng rat-
uhtmg m; fellow-citizens upon the general prosperity of our
country, - We have been pecnliarly Tuvored by Divine Provi-
dence, and with the exception of owr frontier troulles, I can but
see that Texas is fast advancing to that prowmivent posxtmn which
she is destined to oceupy in ﬂus nation.

Prompt and eflicient frontier protection is demaunded by the
wants of the people, and I trust the present Legislature will not
adjonrn without havirg fixed upon some etficient plan for the per-
manent protection of our expesed settlement.

Our system of Internal Improvements is rapidly developmn‘
the vast resources of our fertile and productive State, and by con-
tipuing our present liberal policy, muchgood must resultin a very
short space of thme,

For the many evidences of kindness received at the hands of
my fellow-citizeny, I feel, and wiil ever feel grateful, and through
vou their Representatives, let me retarn to them my most cor-
dial thanks,

Ladies, for your attention and the interest you manifestin the
affairs of the State, I thank you. Iaw not snfficiently gifted to -
cntertain you with compliments, tropes and figures, But believe
me when I say, that 0o one is more 1eady to pay homage to the
inatrons and danghters of America than I, or morve fully Iy appre-
ciates their bes mty intellc ¢t and mﬁuwae ’

I thank the audience for their kind attention, and I shall ever
recall with pleasure my agrecable sojotirn at the city of Anstin.

The oath of office was “then administered by Chief Justice
Wheeler, to Yam Houston Governor, and Edward Clark Lieu-

tenant Go\remm eleet, when Baw H umtoxx delivered the follow-
ing ma.ugm al a ldress:

Gentiemen of the Senate -
and House of Lepresentatives :

Called from retivement by the voice of my fellow citizens, to
the respousible position of the Ixccutive of the State, T am not
insensible to the delicacy and importance of the duties "which de-
volve upon me.  Having been withdrawn, for years pust, to the
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bave not had the advantage of par :clpahnﬁ' in the local affairs
of the State, and have mnch toengnireinto affecting its interests.
I am aware that our loeal interests are varied and important, and
I feel pleasure in assuring my follow citizens that my object witl
Iy to promote and advance every interest without regard to the
section, and to nse my bust endenvors to develope our resources.
To eifectuate this ohject, llﬂ‘] mcet the just expectations of my
- Iluw citizens, it will be necessary that I should enjoy and real-
iz o hearty cnum"mtum on the part of the people’s representa-
tz\es i consummiting these desivable objects. My purpose, as
vall s my desire, will be o ~~nshm such measires of poliey as
may hve hoon mrrmlmvc- prom itive of the publie gond, and t
piaugurate and advance such others as will conforin to the best in-
tevests of the community.

Our sular situation inperatively demands the construction
of ralivoads on an extended and practicable seale, commensurate
to the growing wportance of our settlements, as well as to ! the
production aud commerce faily increasing in onr country ; at the
same time a policy should be adopted and pursned which would
seeure the Stztte against all imposition and enstre the fulfilment
vl every chartm granted, and the aceomplishment of every con-
tract to which the government may be a party.  The munificent
grants made by the government hold out every inducement for
tie investment of (,mntdl and the employment of e,nfupnwc ;
and 1 b is bat Justto i that all fair requirements in its behalf
should bz exacted and conceded in return for its liberality. The
mprovement of onr rivers so far as can be effected at a comuen-
sirate expense, so as to render them navigable, where it is prac-
tizable, scemws to me to be an ohject dmnandmw the fostering
cure of the govermment.  Natnre has provided these channels ot
COMMGICe, and when improved they will supply ﬂu, necessities

and wants of communitic ', which railroads cannot accomplish fxn
o length of time.  True economy dictates that we should realize
fiom them whatever advant: AU they osses.

Having treated of the 1;}1\'40 il cconomy ot our State, it is prop-
A and hwh]) 1?13pm~tmt thiet T should advert to the intellectuuld
and voral i nprovement of one people. It is & truism that < to
vrintain Jibert ty, mroih gence I3 indispensable.”  To attain this
ciiject education isall finportant ; and it important, it should not
b confined to classes, but tll\-:mm vted  throughout the whole
community.  How to nucnmph«h this object, to the greatest per-
fizstion seems to be a aubju t ver tefe for soluiion. The Consti-
tasion evidences that it: franers regzarded education as a primary
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object, and in that instraument ample provision was made for the
~ endowment of Universities, and the support of common schools.
The tmprovement and perfection of common schools suggest
themselves to me as the foundation npon which to erect the b'mf
system of edneation, and when that foundation 1s firmly laid
will be very easy to erect thereon materials for a Umvmstf} ) lf'thc
voice of the State should, at some tatnre day, require its estab-
lishment. To me it seems both wise and expuhunt that all rea-
sonable encowragement should be extended to all educational in-
stitutions now in existence, which have been established and sus-
tained by individual enterprise, and to prowote the establish-
ment of others in various portions of the Btate, thus rendering
them more able to extend their nsefulness, and increase their ad-
vantage to the community.

In the attainment of these varions objects, 1t does seem to me
that two imporjant desiderata must enter into the plan of their
accomplishment :  leonomy in relation to the finances and the
public domain; and strict acconntability on the part of all pnb-
lic functionaries should be indispensible. It is for the legislature
to enact such laws as are necessary to attain this obgect, and se-
cure the public treasury from imposition and fraud.  So far asis
dL})bHdGDt upon my official action, T can assure my coustituents
that in the dppomtmentof official ftmctlonaues I willentrust uo
man with office in whose integrity I have not entire confidence,
and that he will discharge the "dutics of the trust confided to him
with fidelity. I have confidence that my ccnstituents, in the ex-
ercise of their discernment, will not fail to discriminate between
that which was desired to be accomplished, and could not be done
fyr want of uaity anl acr-operation of the different pavts of gov-
crnment, and that which fell within the constitutional powu o
the Executive, As regards the public domain, the intelligence
ot the legislatuve, whose attention has been called to it, is c,n.pn-
ble of devmmw a system for its future disposition, and such a
one as will embrace a liberal policy towards the scttler. I‘lum
_the inception of the government of the Republic of Texas, apre-

vision contained in the Constitution providing for sec tmmzmn the
public domain ; and it such a policy had been curried Out it
would have prevented a vast amount of litigation which has since
that time,occurred. If the legislature of the S'ate should, at any
tinie, adopt such a measnre, it would have a tendency to (hapel
a thousand anxieties which the scttler now entertaing, hecause
when he would then settle upon a tract of land; he would know
his metes and bounds and that he shonld repose assnredly in the
guarantees which the State afforded for the ocenpancy of his
homestead.
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In aninaugural it is not expected that subjects which wonld
Le more appropriate in ageneral messageto the legisiature, which
I contemplate making snould be emba: aced ; ; yet there are subycts
which demand of me attention. The sub]ect of our frontier de-
fences is of absorbivg interest.  Where it is possible for the gov-
ernment to give protection to its citizens, it is a duty which can
nut be drsxeg.ndel Phe extent of onr frontier , stretching as it
does, from the Red River to Il Paso,on the Rio Graude and
froon thence to the wmouth of that viver, comprises o distance but
little short of two thousand wiles. One-half that distanece is
exposed to Indian depredations, and the other bordering upon
Mexico, which is in a state of anarchy., Depredations by the In-
dians are go frequent, that to hear of them has almost ceased to
excite sympathy and attention in the interior of onr State, We
have aright to look to the Federal Governiment for that protec-
tion which as a part of the. confederacy, we are cntitled to. The
Federal Govermuent has stationed huolls on our frontier, but
they are infantry, and not caloulated for that eflective warfare
which shouid be carried on against Indians.  When depredations
ave committed by the 1mha,u" they escape, and the Infantry can
nat overtake them. Were a force anthorized by the Federal Gov-
ernment of Texian Rangers, who understand the mode of war-
fate, and whose animals wouwdd be - capable of subsisting upon
praries; without other forage, the expense would be less to the
government, and their efficiency greater in protecting our frontier
than any other description of trovps.  The misfortune which has
attonded usis the fact that aunuitics ‘paid by the United States
to tribes that infest our borders, reccive them by way of Arksn-
§38, and not by way of Tesxas, w hich canses many of them to be-
lieve that they violate no hem‘y stipulation by marauding upon
Texas, because the people of Texas are not identified with those
of Arkansas. If aunuities were paid to the Indians upon ony
border, it would "exercise a salutary influence upon them. We
must Look beyond mere physical weans of defence.  Mhere must
be a moral influence exerted npon the Indiang, and that can, and
I earnestly hope will'be exercised by the President of the United
States, having tull confidence in his desire to promote the well-
being of the whale cowntry, and that he mll not withheld any
means in his power to otect our bleedi ng frontier. The varions
tribes on our borders, it they were uvited to meet at some place
convenient on our imntler, aml a treaty were made with them to
give them a triflivg annuity compared to the amount reguirved 1o
atfford us but pcmtnl protection, wounld give peace to our borders.
This policy,at the time of annexation, gave security to our fron-
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ider,  Of the future s fair to judge by the past.  In the mea
time we must not ncglect the demsauds of the emer ency ; but
must ourselves pl‘()Vldb means for the immediate detence of our
settlements.

Qur entire boundary bmdennw upon the Rio Glande from the
anarchy which prevails in that countty is in an éxposed and ex-
cited condition. The utter disregard of all law and order in
Mexico has communicated ity unhappy influence to this side ot
the Rio Grande, afid a portion of our citizens, at this time, are
in a most cleplomb}u condition, ard in what it is to eventuate it
is impossible to conjecture. 'l‘he federal arm has been extended
there, and I hope will give security and restore tranguility to our
penple I will deem it wy duty, if sustained by the legislature,
“to institute a proper inquiry into the causes which haveled to the
recent disorders, and adopt such measures as will prevent the re-
currence of similar outbbreaks. 1 am satisfied they have grown
out of local cuuses, and that no premeditated insurreciion was

conteniplated, '

Whilst your representative in the Scnate of the United States,
being well apprized of the hopeless condition of Mexico, I intr o
duced a measure, for the purpose of establishing a Protectorate
Ly the government of the United Statcs, over Mexico. The
mensure was received with disfavor. Aware of thestate of Mex-
ican affairs, I believed the Mexican people utterly incapable of
framing a 0'3\'e1mnr~nt and maintaiving a pationality. 'This has
been dewonstrated since their scparation from old Spain. Their
bistory-is a catalouge of ‘revolutions, of usurpation and oppres-
- sion. As a neighboring veople to us, 1t is importantfor the main- -

tenance of good neighborhnod, that law and order should exist in
that CLUDtTY The Mexicans are a mild, pastoral and gentle
people ; and'it is only by demagogues and Jawless chieftaing, who
with armed bands have robbed and plundered the people, that
the disorders of that country are continned. A guarantee given to
those people, for the protection of their lives and pmpelrty agamst
such, would eause them to rejuice, and they would hail with
pledsure any measure whick might be adopted by any foreign
government that would give them peace and security, Asa bor-
der State, our own securlty must, to a great extent, depend npon
the condition of things in Mexico and the testordtion of ox der
and the: establishment of good  goverument in that country.—
This i a subject fur the consideration of the Tedoral authorities,
and, no donbt, will command their gravest reflection. Should
1o c‘nano'e take place in Mexico restr: aining their disorders, and
should thev extend to this side of the Rio GmndL it will demand



174

of the Fxccutive of this State. the exercise ot his fullest powers,
if needful, to proiect our citizens and vindicate the honor of the
State,

In concluding this Inanaural, T am irvesistibly led to reflec-
tions which 1 ‘nnvw will be heard with no disadvantage to any of
nmy audience.—When Texas united her desting with that of the
government of the Urited States, she took upon herself duties
and respoasibilities, for the faithful performance of which we are
pledeed as a State.  She entered, not into fhe North, nor into
the South ; but into the Urton. Her connection was not sec-
tional,-hut national ; and however distinct or diversified her in-
terests, may be, as compared with those of other Blates, she re-
]wc, upon the same constitution as they, to secure her in the en-
joyment of her rights.—Making that econstitution the guiding
star of onr career as o state, let our rivalry be to approximate
mare closely to it, than any of our sister States. It 1nculcates
faithfulness to the Union, let us be faithfal to it. Let us, in
our 1ela*mnship with the gencral government and with the
Ntates of the confederacy, allow none To excel us in our desire to
promote peace and harmony. When our rights are aggressed
upon, let us be behind none in repelling the attack ; ; but let us
be calofm to distinguish between the acts of individuals and
those of a people,———botweea the wild ravings of fanatics and that
public sentiment which truly represents the masses of a State.
It is in the diversity of opinion, thas democracy may rest securely.
'The right to think adversely to us, is & gunarantee of American
1o publrcamsm and though this pxntlewv way often be carried to
extremes and to our detmnent yet the very institutions depends
upon our maintaining it as a republican principle. When thought
hecomes treagson, the traitor 1s as much the enemy of one section
as the other, 1Its overt actswe must repel.  Its expression by
those inimical to our institutions, where they do.not exist, need
affect us nothing. The alarm at their endnfwms is needless and
but strengthens “themn, The eternal din, which has been echoed
to their sopg of hostility to the bunth is music to their ears,
Their aim 1s to array sectionalism upon 'their side, and thus to
promote strife and confusion. We should meet their clamor with
the contempt of a people, who fer no invasion of their rights, and
instead of feeding the flame of discord, Mnch a fow in both sec-
tions have kmdlf,d lend our endeavors toward quenching it alto-
cether. How happ\ would have been the result, if the attention
of Statesmen, North and South, had been as much divected to-
ward promoting harmony between the States and cementing those
iraternal bonds which alone can hold them together as a peo;}le
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as toward promoting the strife of scctions, and the antagonizm
which are tast dividing us.—Halt the care, halt the tl ouﬂh’r
which has been spe nt in ths endeavor to meet sectionalism bv
sectionnlism, bitterness, by bitterness, aml abolitionism by dis-
union, wonld have made the peop’e to-day, a happy, united and
hopetul nation.

Elected by the people, I am responsible to the people alone.
Indebted to no clique or cancus for the position I occupy, I shall
act alike beyond the wishes and control of such, Looking to the
people, in their broad conservatism and their pahmhqm to sus-
tain my endeavors, I shall pmsm that course which will bem.
conduce to the prmpulty of Texas. Regarding my electiona
an endorsement of the sentients emuneiated by me, when Ivm-
ded my name to the people, I shall feel as the lepxeseutdtlm ot
the popular will, an additional incentive to make my administra-
tion accord with those principles—Should my endeavors to turn
the attention of the legislature toward those questions, whose
solution bear the ptmpulty and happiness of the people of Texas,
to the sacrifice of thosu national abstractions which should have
no place in our ¢ uncils, fail of success, T have but to look to the
pesple to sustain me, My hopes, pumt me, however, to the hon-

rable body before me, belicving that in so muoch wisdom and
intelligence there cannot fail to exist at the same time, thut
amount of virtue and patriotism necessary to meet any emwer-
gency.

Atter which Edward Clark, Lt. Governor delivered the follow-
ing inaugural address : ' :
Gentlemen of the Legislature

aand fr How-citizens :

The part devolving upon me in the cercinonies of thighour, is
comparatively an humble one, little mare will be expected of
me than to return my thanks to my fellow-citizens, as I now sin-
cerely do, for the distinguished honor done me by my election to
‘homﬁu, the dnties of which, I have now to assume.

The only business of the Lieut. Governor, ordinarily, is fo pre-
side over the Senate, in which Apacity, his duty and authority
is prescribed by the constitution, and must be exercised nnder
the limitations imposed by that instrunent, and such rules as
may be enacted for the goverment of the budy. He can neither
propose or prosecute any measure in the Senate, and in one sin-
gle contmwmcv alone, has he any par ticipation in the legislation
of the country. I]ﬁhmatmfr the character of the office by the
scope anid exstent of its powers, it might seem to be one of minor
consequence, and yet, when conside ved with referezce to the con
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tingent dutics and 1(:&110“511»111{1&% anvexed to it, and the chaanel
thmugh whichit must be obtained, it assames a dignity and hn-
portance not usually ascribed to it Ishould be wanting in jus-
tice to myself and respect to my fellow-citizens, if, on fhis occa-
sivn, Ishonld withhold an expression of ny sincere gratitude for
the wmphmem paid we by its bestowal.  Asmuch however as 1
value the honor done me, 1 think it but candid to zuu\ul\, that [
attubutc my §uccess less to my own merits or avy hold I bave
upon the confidence and partiality of the people of Texas, than
,to the popular association in which T was placed, and the force
and jmportance of the issues involved in the clection. It is
proof of the eorrectness of this opinion, that I was opposed by a
gentleman very generally 'wquamtod with our citizens, of great
pu.son‘ﬂ popularity, having the advantagd of the incumbency of
the ofice, the duties of which he had well performed, and com-
mended to the favor and support df the electors of the State by
the nomination of a large and respectable political convention.
 The Scanate refired to their chamber, and on motion of My,
Parsons, adjourned until Friday morning 10 o’clock,
L

Fripay, Dvccmber 23rd, 1859.

Senpte et pursuant to ad)munmmt Prayer by the Ch(.\pl,un
—roll callec l—quornm present,

The Hou. Bd, Clatk, President of the Senate, ac..dmsscd the
Senate as follows :

Gentlemen of the Senate:

You will, I trust, permit mea fpw remarks upon taking my
place this morning. I had expected and intended to make the
wsnal adidress at the time and place of my induaction into office,
but was preveanted. [ was wwnrr, perhaps in not using that oc
casion for the purpose.”

My duties here though few cmd plain are responsible, and you
will ok receive it as the affectation of a sentiment I do not en-
tertain to say that T assums their performance with great appre-
hension of my ability to dlsm.ncw them well. ]fcan scarcely
expect in the bemmunw of my %erwcn to escape the commisgsion
of errors, and T ask that yvou will view my 1mpeafeﬂt1fm~. with
Yeniency and forbearance, at least until T shall have had time to
Familiarize myself mth 30 ar rules of proceeding, I deem it un-
necessary to asik your aid anl assistance in the discharge of my
labors for whea nseled, T kasw it will ba kindly and mwnpt]v
given.  Allow me to express the hope that in my phw I may



